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It is with great pride and enthusiasm that we reflect on 2024 - a year marked by fresh 
leadership, renewed purpose, and continued momentum in advancing the Foundation’s 
mission to foster the next generation of risk management professionals in Canada.

In August, we had the privilege of stepping into our new roles as Co-Presidents of the 
McGannon Foundation - an honour we embrace with deep respect for the Foundation’s 
legacy and a shared commitment to its future. Together, we each bring over three 
decades of combined experience in risk and insurance - Frances as an insurance 
specialist in the energy sector, and April across enterprise risk, insurance management, 
claims and compliance. Our complementary backgrounds have shaped a collaborative 
leadership approach, and we are excited to bring fresh energy and strategic focus to 
advancing the Foundation’s mission and expanding its impact across Canada.

Throughout the year, we continued to support and elevate emerging talent in the risk 
and insurance industry. Through our Student Involvement Program, we were proud to 
sponsor ten students to attend the 2024 RIMS Canada Conference in Vancouver. These 
students gained invaluable insight, built industry connections, and returned to their 
campuses energized about their futures in risk.

We also welcomed four new members to our Board of Directors: Joe Alcaraz, David 
McKeen, Craig Rowe, and Will Vainqueur. Each brings a unique perspective and 
commitment to strengthening our strategic planning, outreach, and mentorship efforts.

As we look ahead, we remain inspired by the vision of our founders and the generosity 
of our supporters. We are committed to honouring that legacy by continuing to invest in 
education, engagement, and the development of future leaders in risk.

Thank you for your continued trust in and support of the McGannon Foundation. We 
are excited for what lies ahead and grateful to be on this journey with you.

Presidents’ Message

Warm Regards,
April Savchuk & Frances Weeks
Co-Presidents, The William H. McGannon Foundation



McGannon Foundation at a Glance

What We Fund & Support

Established in 1999 following a RIMS Canada 
Council study, the William H. McGannon 
Foundation is a federally registered 
Canadian charity. We are dedicated to 
advancing the risk management profession 
through scholarships, student involvement 
opportunities, research grants, mentorship 
initiatives, and work-experience programs. 

Our Mission
Named after William H. (Bill) McGannon – 
one of Canada’s pioneering corporate risk 
managers, who led NOVA Chemicals' 
integrated risk management department and 
helped establish a Chair in Risk Management 
at the University of Calgary - the Foundation 
continues his legacy of educational leadership 
and professional excellence. 

Proud Legacy

Scholarships
For undergraduate and 
graduate students in risk 
management and insurance 
programs across English 
and French post-secondary 
institutions. 

Student Involvement 
Program
Funded attendance at the 
RIMS Canada Conference in 
2023 and 2024 - covering 
travel, accommodations, 
and participation in 
educational sessions
and networking events. 

Research Grants
Mentorship opportunities, 
and exploration of new 
initiatives like internships, 
experiential risk-
management challenges, 
and advisory roles on 
campus to bridge the gap 
between industry and 
academia.



2024 Foundation Donors 

Impact by the Numbers

The continued success of the McGannon Foundation is made possible by the generosity 
of our donors. Your support fuels scholarships, mentorship opportunities, research 
initiatives, and student engagement across Canada. Whether through one-time gifts or 
long-standing contributions, our donors are investing in the future of risk 
management—and helping to shape the next generation of leaders in the field.

Thank you for your commitment to education, innovation, and the enduring legacy of 
the profession.

10 students sponsored through the Student Involvement Program to attend the 
2024 RIMS Canada Conference in Vancouver

$44,000 awarded in academic scholarships to 11 students pursuing studies 
in risk management and insurance across Canada

4 new Board Members appointed to strengthen national leadership 
and governance

2 new Co-Presidents appointed to guide the Foundation into its next chapter



Financial Highlights

A summary of our 2024 and 2023 financial highlights is provided below.

2024 2023

Net Assets 1,463,948 1,485,508

Revenue

Donations 31,500 18,724

Investment and other income 87,078 34,464

118,578 53,188

Expenses

Student Involvement Program Travel 25,972 13,429

Scholarships 44,000 12,000

Other expenses, professional fees etc. 70,166 45,556

140,138 70,985

Deficiency of revenue over expenses (21,560) (17,797)

Take a deeper dive into our financial statements. 

To access the most recent audited financial statements, prepared by our auditors 
MNP LLP (2000, 112 4th Avenue SW, Calgary AB, T2P 0H3),  view the full report 
here.

https://mcgannonfoundation.ca/wp-content/uploads/William-H.-McGannon-Foundation-2024-Year-End-Package-961303.pdf
https://mcgannonfoundation.ca/wp-content/uploads/William-H.-McGannon-Foundation-2024-Year-End-Package-961303.pdf


Craig Rowe
Director

Board of Directors 

The McGannon Foundation is governed 
by a dedicated and experienced Board 
of Directors, representing a diverse 
cross-section of the Canadian risk and 
insurance community. Guided by a 
shared commitment to education, 
mentorship, and the advancement of 
the profession, our Directors provide 
strategic leadership, oversight, and 
vision for the Foundation’s programs 
and priorities.

Frances Weeks
Co-President

April Savchuk
Co-President

Will Vainqueur
Director & Secretary 
and Donations Officer

Joe Alcaraz
Director

Dave McKeen
Director

Javier Pardo 
Director & 
Treasurer



Student Testimonials

Receiving the McGannon Foundation 
scholarship was a tremendous honour and 
eased the financial burden of my studies, 
allowing me to focus on my career goals. 
Participating in the Student Involvement 
Program was life-changing. the Board’s 
mentorship and the well-organized sessions 
broadened my understanding of the risk 
management industry and encouraged me to 
give back to the community.

Brittnee Cox
British Columbia Institute of Technology

“

The McGannon Foundation nametag feels 
like a badge of honour when walking around 
the RIMS Canada conference. Professionals 
are excited to talk to the students, they are 
engaging, and they make students feel like 
they have a seat at the table. The networking 
from this program will reward students 
throughout the rest of their careers.

Camryn Braun
University of Calgary

“

This experience was instrumental in my 
academic journey, as it helped solidify my 
career choice in the Insurance and Risk 
Management industry. I had the opportunity 
to attend several educational sessions and 
connect with countless industry 
professionals - from fellow insurance 
students, to underwriters, brokers, claims 
adjustors, and even C-Suite executives.

Juan Park
Wilfred Laurier University

“ The McGannon Foundation’s program 
provided invaluable exposure to the risk 
management field through seminars, 
networking, and mentorship. The Board’s 
commitment to creating an inclusive 
environment and personalized touches, like 
business cards, truly enhanced the 
experience and helped me gain practical 
insights into diverse industry roles.

Cameron Gilchrist
University of Calgary

“

The McGannon Foundation has crafted a 
program that truly supports student 
success. They understand the importance 
of balancing learning, networking, and 
mentorship, creating an environment where 
you can grow your confidence, 
professionalism, and leadership potential.

Sharmaine Blackburn-Fontaine
Mohawk College

“



2024 Scholarships Granted 

$44,000 in scholarships to 11 exceptional students 

pursuing studies in risk management and insurance across Canada. These recipients 
represent the future of the profession—bringing fresh perspectives, academic 
excellence, and a commitment to advancing the industry.

Our scholarship program continues to support both undergraduate and graduate 
students at English and French post-secondary institutions, helping to remove financial 
barriers and foster the next generation of risk leaders.

In 2024, the McGannon Foundation proudly awarded

Looking Ahead

With a clear vision for growth, we are exploring expanded scholarship offerings, a 
formal internship program, risk-management case challenges, and campus-based 
experiential learning - all aimed at building a stronger, more prepared risk 
management workforce in Canada. 



William H. McGannon Foundation
c/o Bennett Jones LLP
4500 Bankers Hall East
855 – 2nd Street SW
Calgary, AB T2P 4K7

info@mcgannonfoundation.ca
mcgannonfoundation.ca
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mailto:info@mcgannonfoundation.ca
https://mcgannonfoundation.ca/
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